CHAPTER FOURTEEN
PROGRESS IN FRENCH MOROCCO
(l) EDUCATION
WE have noted the grievances, real and pre-
tended, of the Nationalists; now we shall
examine in detail the steps taken by the French to
improve matters and satisfy legitimate national as-
pirations Let us first see what has been done as
regards education, a subject of great fundamental
importance in a country like Morocco, where so many
aspects of life are embraced, and one which has been
seized upon by the opponents of the Government as
being a joint in the administrative harness
Before the coming of the French, as might be ex-
pected in a Moslem country so full of bigotry and
religious prejudice, education as we know it in Europe
was to all intents and purposes non-existent There
were, it is true, innumerable free Koranic schools, or
Msid, both in die towns and the bled, but the masters,
or FquihSy were themselves often very illiterate and
since, in Moslem eyes, the Koran contains the key to
all knowledge, constant repetition from the sacred book
formed the basis of education The instruction given
was essentially religious, the schools being as a rule
attached to religious foundations, and though in some
places reading, writing, arithmetic, and Moslem law
formed a part of the curriculum, the instruction in these
subjects was, except perhaps in university towns,
elementary to a degree. It was all very picturesque,
and so afforded travellers a great deal of pleasure and
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